
Rutland City Council  

August 3, 2020 
 

The regular Rutland City Council meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. at Rutland City Hall by Mayor 

Michael Mahrer. Council Members Lysne, and Siemieniewski present; Corry and Erickson absent. City 

Auditor present. 

 

Minutes: Siemieniewski/Lysne moved approval of the July 6, 2020 minutes. Motion carried (Lysne, 

Siemieniewski. Absent – Corry, Erickson). 

 

Public Comments: Bill Anderson informed the Council that the Sargent County Job Development 

Authority (JDA) is considering spec homes in the County. If Rutland is interested, the Council would 

need to identify an available lot either owned by the City or a privately-owned property. The City would 

have to provide the water and sewer access but the home would be built and sold by the JDA. The 

Council thanked Mr. Anderson for the information. 

 

Public Works Position: The Council discussed the revised job description, including a minimum number 

of hours and the wage for the job. A set salary and guaranteed hours may encourage someone to apply for 

the position. 

 

Siemieniewski/Lysne moved to approve the job description and the position at $15.00 an hour with a 

guaranteed pay/minimum of twenty (20) hours a week with review after six months. Motion carried 

(Lysne, Siemieniewski. Absent – Corry, Erickson). 

 

The City Auditor informed the Council that the position will be advertised through the ND Job Service 

and will be posted on the City website. 

 

City Speed Sign: The City Auditor said the Rutland Park Board usually has the electricity to the park 

concession stand off during the winter. The issue of electricity to the sign had been discussed when the 

signs were purchased. The minimum cost for electricity is $25.00 a month. 

 

Lysne/Siemieniewski moved approval of payment for the City speed sign of $25.00 per month for 

October through March annually for the City speed sign. Motion carried (Lysne, Siemieniewski. Absent – 

Corry, Erickson). 

 

The Auditor said the payment would be made to the Park Board with $75.00 paid in October and January 

each year. 

 

City Auditor Salary: Lysne/Siemieniewski approved an increase to sixty (60) hours per month for the 

City Auditor and a salary increase to $15.00/hour. Motion carried (Lysne, Siemieniewski. Absent – 

Corry, Erickson). 

 

The City Auditor was asked to determine a regular schedule for some hours so that residents know when 

to call or come in for assistance. The Auditor stated that Tuesday and Thursday are generally worked but 

the Auditor is in as needed to ensure that deadlines are met. 

 

Preliminary 2021 Budget: The Council discussed the preliminary budget and the need for street and 

sidewalk replacements. 
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Lysne/ Siemieniewski moved approval of the 2021 preliminary budget with an estimated 3% increase and 

moved to set the public hearing on the budget for the next regular meeting on Monday, September 14, 

2020 at 5:00 p.m. Motion carried (Lysne, Siemieniewski; absent – Corry, Erickson). 

 

Financials: Siemieniewski/Lysne moved approval of the July 2020 financial reports as presented. Motion 

carried (Lysne, Siemieniewski; absent – Corry, Erickson).  

 

Bills:  Lysne/Siemieniewski moved approval of payment of bills: 

 
13055 WALOCK-JOHNSON INS. $2,064.00 Insurance – liability, fleet, marine  

13056 CITY OF FARGO                     14.00 Health Water Sample 

13057 DEBORAH BANISH 574.19 July 

13058 DRN READITECH  142.41 Telephone 

13059          LARRY CHRISTENSEN 42.00 Meter reading 

13060          OTTER TAIL POWER 842.64 Electricity 

13061          QUILL CORPORATION 199.99 Office supplies  

13062          ROGER PEARSON  112.67 July 

13063          SE WATER USERS  1,461.36 487,120 Gals. June 2020 

13064 SARGENT COUNTY TELLER  $130.60 Minutes/legals 

13065          VINING OIL & GAS LLC $109.50 Hall propane @ $1.29 

ACH WASTE MANAGEMENT $ 1576.42 Garbage Contract 

ACH WASTE MANAGEMENT $75.28 Hall Garbage 

 

Motion carried (Lysne, Siemieniewski. Absent – Corry, Erickson). 

 

Auditor Report: The Auditor reported approval of Building Permit #233-20 to Nathan and Shawna 

Bergh for one additional storage shed on the property. They will be at the maximum allowable under City 

Ordinances. 

 

Delinquents: There are two delinquent accounts at this time. 

 

Mayor’s Report:  Mahrer reported that only trees and branches, white goods and scrap iron are accepted 

at the City Municipal Waste Site. 

 

Lysne reported progress on the removal of several vacant and dilapidated buildings in Rutland. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

  

Deborah Banish, City Auditor  Michael Mahrer, Mayor 

 

 

The budget public hearing and next regular meeting is Monday, September 14, 2020.  


